
Understand
Read these sentences. Think about what you are being shown  
in each sentence and write this down on the line after each one.

I gingerly placed my foot into the sea and  
immediately, it took my breath away.

Jane wiped a tear away as the  
train departed.

The camping chair groaned as the  
dog climbed onto it.

Gurbir’s red eyes watered constantly  
and, when he spoke, his voice was  
harsh and rasping.

I opened the front door and stepped  
over the mound of post which had 

collected on the other side.

   

      

Jim finished after the rest of us. 
He pushed a plate piled high with 
discarded bones and patted his  
belly with a satisfied sigh.

Mum staggered through the  
door with soaking clothes  
clinging to her body and her  
curly mop of blonde hair  
hanging down in dark threads.

Language 
Features 

Show Don’t Tell
Good writers will ‘show’ a 
reader details rather than 

‘telling’ them. This invites the 
reader to fill in those details.



Sam frowned and glared at the boy 
with a hard, cold stare. Sam was shy.

Sam’s heart pounded like a drum  
in her chest, her eyes opened wide  
and she gasped.

Sam was cold.

At that moment, a wide grin burst 
across Sam’s face. She jumped up  
and down, moving from one corner  
of the room to the other, clapping  
her hands together.

Sam was shocked and frightened.

Sam paced back and forth as her teeth 
chattered and she rubbed frantically at 
her arms.

Sam was angry.

Sam’s head hung low and her eyes were 
fixed on the floor. When I spoke to her, 
she mumbled a few words in response.

Sam was thrilled.

Understand Read these sentences. Draw lines to match the  ‘show’ sentence to the ‘tell’



Challenge
Explain in your own words why it is better  
for a writer to ‘show’ details rather than 
telling the reader.

Rewrite these sentences so that they are ‘show’  
instead of ‘tell’ sentences.

Ben’s painting was not very good.

The dog was very fast.

Ray thought the maths test was very hard.

Roshnee’s music was too loud.

We were finding the walk to the top of the 
mountain tiring.

Lottie felt sad.

Mary was very nervous about singing in assembly.

The dog was very fast.



Challenge Look at these pictures. Think of two things you want to ‘tell’ about each one then write 
sentences which ‘show’ these things.
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Test Read the texts below and think about what you are being “shown”. Then, pick out three different 
points for each text and fill in the tables.

What I can tell What showed me this
1. A fresh moon hung low in the dark sky 
as Melanie wandered out onto the street. 
Her breath curled out in front of her, 
reminding her to pull her threadbare coat 
tighter. A hat, more holes than wool, barely 
stretching down past her limp, blonde 
curls, offered little protection against  
the weather, but she wore it anyway.

 Melanie’s brisk walk along the pavement 
was often punctuated by pauses as she 
stopped to look this way and that before 
carrying on as suddenly as she had 
stopped. The echoes of her footsteps  
were accompanied by the dull clink of  
the handful of coins in her pockets.

Presently, Melanie came to a stop 
underneath a road sign. She peered at it 
for a moment before looking around and 
then charging off in a different direction. 



Test

2. For the last hour, the man had 
crouched in the shadows of the 
alleyway opposite the shop. He was 
dressed entirely in black with a 
knitted black cap pulled down just 
short of his cold stare. With an 
unmoving gaze, he watched as one by 
one the lights in the shop blinked out. 

Still, he did not move, instead he 
counted silently and waited. Shortly a 
horse-drawn carriage clattered past 
on the cobblestone streets. The man’s 
head moved slightly to watch it move 
down the street, passing a faltering 
gaslight before receding into the fog.

Once this had happened, the man 
unfurled to his full height and then, 
checking once more in all directions, 
he darted towards the shop.

What I can tell What showed me this



Apply
Imagine that a character has been dared to enter this 
derelict house. Whilst they don’t want to go in there alone, 
they also don’t want their friends to know this. Write a story 
about this. Make sure you include lots of little ‘shows’ to let 
your reader know how the main character really feels.

Extra challenge: 
Try to vary how  

you start the sentences  
in your writing.


